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USDA APPROVES $16.5 MILLIONFOR ECONOMICALLY
TROUBLED RURAL COMMUNITIES

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6, 2002— Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman
announced today the selection of over 150 projects in economically distressed
communitiesin 26 statesand U.S. Territoriesto receive $16.5 million in Community
Facilities Economic Impact Initiative Grants. The grants will assist in the development of
important community services and facilities in areas of high unemployment and
economic depression.

“Rural areas across the country will benefit from these grants which will be used
for medical, educational, fire fighting, maintenance and child care facilities,” said
Veneman. “This Administration continues its efforts to strengthen rural communities
through programs such as the ones being announced today.”

The grants are made available through a special initiative under the Community
Facilities program of USDA Rura Development. The projects must be essential
community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations of
less than 20,000 that have a not employed rate of at least 19 percent. The grants provide
facilities for community health care, cultural and educational activities, fire, rescue and
public safety and public building and improvement.

Selected states and grant totalsinclude:

Alaska - $8,197,500
Arizona - $499,775
Arkansas - $273,205
California - $370,313
Idaho - $240,108
[Hlinois - $300,600
lowa - $786,125
Kentucky - $200,000
L ouisiana - $653,500

Minnesota - $100,000
Mississippi - $485,580
Missouri - $553,460
Montana - $270,050
New Jer sey - $268,500
New Mexico - $463,910
North Dakota - $204,560
Oregon - $325,000
Puerto Rico - $200,000

(Seereverseside))

South Dakota - $481,284
Texas - $422,500

Utah - $195,100
Vermont - $177,750
Virginia - $530,000
Western Pacific Trust
Territory - $42,510
West Virginia - $123,715
Wisconsin - $200,000



The following is acomplete list of approved project dollars for North
Dakota. A complete list of the selected individual grant recipients and projects can be
found at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/news.htm:

Name of Business Address Amount of Grant
Long Lake Township, Burleigh County, N.D. - $21,960
Repair and remodel township hall and make it ADA compliant to provide a community hall for
this township.

Par shall Resour ce Center, Inc. Parshall, ND $100,000
Construct aresidential substance abuse treatment facility for women with children.

Napoleon Care Center Napoleon ND $33,900
Add aten-unit assisted care facility to the nursing home.

Eddy County NOAA Weather Station Sheyenne, ND $34,950
Construct a weather radio tower and transmitter for emergency communication and weather
reporting for amulti county area.

Sentinel Rural Fire Protection District ~ Sentinel Butte, ND $13,750
Construct an addition to the existing fire hall for storage of truck and equipment.

Total $204,560

Grant funds are available to eligible public entities, nonprofit corporations, special
purpose districts and tribal governments. Communities having the lowest populations and lowest
median incomes were given selection priority. The project's economic feasibility and the
financial status of the applicant were also considered.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for rural development needs
and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies. Rural Housing
Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on
USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by
visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/

USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer. Complaints of discrimination
should be sent to: USDA director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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